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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED ZUNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
X .GOoOoD __RUINS __ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This group of six, gable-roofed rowhouses stands in a block of similar small houses.
Built of brick laid in common bond, the houses are two stories high with no basement,
and two bays wide.

Ground level entrances are rectangular with flat brick arches, and are filled with a
variety of simple wooden doors surmounted by rectangular transoms. All windows are
rectangular. Most are double hung with 1/1 lights however some with 6/6 lights remain.
All windows have wooden sills. The first floor window has a flat brick lintel; second
floor windows have wooden lintels.

A simple brick cornice runs at the roofline. Chimneys are set through the front and

rear roof along the right party wall of each house; all front entrances are on the
left.

None of these houses has been built with back buildings. On the rear facade, a win-
dow and door (right side) are at the first floor level; one small (right side) and
one large window are at the second floor. During the summer months, tent-like sheet
constructions are erected in the back yards for cool outdoor space.
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B} SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
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—1400-1499 X ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —_CONSERVATION —Law —_SCIENCE
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—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)
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SPECIFIC DATES ¢ . 1850 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Standing at the eastern edge of what was Ridgely's Delight, this group of six houses
is typical of the rental properties available to free blacks before the Civil War.
Built contemporaneously by a developer, the group is similar to others on the alley
street. The site was occupied by a brick yard in the late 18th century.

The sidewalk in front of the row is ornamented with a variety of plants and planters,
and the curb and end wall of the group painted in an exuberant fashion. The residents
of the row got together during the summer to compete in the Afro-American's Clean
Block Contest. The most striking feature of the summer appearance of the houses is

% tent-like sheet constructions in the rear, in lieu of shade trees.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY __
EB1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE

Bill Pencek, Planning Assistant

ORGANIZATION

Commission for Hist. & Arch. Pres.

STREET & NUMBER

100 N. Holliday Street

396-14866

CITY OR TOWN

Baltimore

Maryland 21202

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created

by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information

and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-

ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust

The Shaw House, 21 State Circle

Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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900-910 Bevan Street
Block 0916 Lots 110-105
Baltimore City

Baltimore East Quad.
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